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ADVENT GREETINGS from our CLERGY
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Over the next 4 Sundays we will celebrate the season of Advent. The word Advent means coming and so
the season of Advent has a theme of waiting and expectation. We are reminded of the first coming of Jesus
and we are also focused forward to the long awaited final coming of Christ. On that day God’s dominion
will break in on us and every aspect of creation, and truly God will be all in all.
As we await that return of Christ we pray that we will make room for the One for whom the inn was too
crowded. We also pray that we will be like Mary and carry Christ to others. Like Mary said “Yes” to
having Christ’s heart beat and grow within her, we are to invite His healing light to shine upon and heal the
dark areas of our individual lives, our nation and our world. As French theologian Pierre de Chardin wrote,
“The star (the light) for which the world is waiting…without being able to give it a name, or rightly
appreciate its true transcendence, or even recognize the most spiritual and divine of its rays, is necessarily,
Christ himself, in whom we hope. All we have to do is let the very heart of the earth beat within us.”
God speaks light within us just as God spoke the first light of creation. God, our beginning and or end, our
Alpha and Omega, will send again the Promised One to be a light to the nations, to bring peace to the earth
so God’s dominion will indeed break in on us and God will be all in all.
Until that day our prayer, as written by Miriam Therese Winter, might be:
O Ruler of nations, the desired of all, the cornerstone that unites—
Come and save the people you created out of clay.
Come love incarnate.
Come Lord Jesus.
Come again our Christ. Come dwell in each of us. Let your light so shine in us that you will be known to
all in our midst, and you will soon be all in all.
Blessings and peace,
Val+
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SENIOR WARDEN NOTES
Remember:
Jesus IS the Reason for the Season
As we enter this season of Advent, we
find ourselves anticipating the coming
of Jesus Christ. We gaze at the stars
above with much more wonderment,
because we know that long ago one of
those stars gave direction to where the
Baby lay in a manger. With those
humble beginnings, a King came to
save the world. It is His birth that we
celebrate and His life that we honor
through our acceptance of the words
of His father.
My prayer for us all this Advent is that
we may live with thanksgiving for the
blessings we have received and be
mindful of those for whom life is a
daily struggle. Let us reach out and
share as we can in this season of giving, keeping in mind that Jesus is the
ultimate gift to us all.
May God’s peace be with you and
your families, at Christmastime and
always.
Carole Redwine

SUNDAY, January 21, 2018
Following the service
VESTRY NOMINATIONS
The Nominating Committee is seeking
candidates who are willing to stand for
election as Vestry Persons at the Annual
Meeting.
Please consider the following, a Vestry
Nominee should be:
1. A member of St. Philip’s
2. A communicant regular in attendance
at worship.
3. A member who supports the church
financially.
Class of
2018
Class of
2019
Class of
2020

Anthony Henry, Jr. Warden
John Pratt
Alan Johnson
Barbara McCafferty
Koleta Moore
Wendell Chivis
Carole Redwine, Sr. Warden

WEBSITE
www.stphilipsgr.com

2018 Pledge Forms are due.

Please take a minute to visit our
website on your iPhone, Android
smartphones, laptops, iPads, tablets
and desktop computers. Various
sections remain under construction.
You can assist us, by providing
pictures of church activities within
the past 3 years. THANK YOU.
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Flower Tributes for Christmas

Please join us as we celebrate Christ’s coming
into our world!

December Schedule
Sunday, December 3, 2017 Advent 1
9 AM - Holy Eucharist
Celebrant - Rev. Valerie Ambrose
Coffee hour after service

If you would like to make a contribution for
Christmas flowers in thanksgiving for or in memory
of loved ones, please make your check out to the
church and write flowers in the memo space. If
giving cash, please use offering envelope.
ECW – Christmas Baskets

Sunday, December 10, 2017 Advent 2
9 AM - Holy Eucharist
Celebrant - Rev. Valerie Ambrose
Coffee hour after service

Sunday, December 17, 2017 Advent 3
9 AM - Holy Eucharist
Celebrant - Rev. Susan York
Coffee hour after service

Sunday, December 24, 2017 Advent 4
9:00 AM – Holy Eucharist
Celebrant - Rev. Valerie Ambrose
Coffee hour after service

Christmas Eve
8:30 PM - Caroling
9:00 PM - Holy Eucharist
Celebrant – Rev. Hugh Dickinson
Reception after the service

For the month of December, the ECW is collecting
the following for the Christmas baskets:
5# Bags of Potatoes

Boxed Dressing

Canned Vegetables

Flour

Hams

Juice

Sugar

Turkeys

Butter & Eggs have been donated

The Christmas baskets will be distributed on
December 16, 2013 from 10 AM to noon.
Thank you again for your generous donations!

Kids of the King
Saturday, December 30, 2017 Christmas 1
3 PM - “A Jazzy Noel” - Holy Eucharist
Celebrant - Rev. Valerie Ambrose
Reception after the service
Sunday, December 31, 2017 - NO SERVICE

The Kids of the King Club are sponsoring a
December fundraiser to purchase personal care
products for seniors in the neighborhood. They are
selling cookie and soup mixes on Sundays after
church for $8.00 each or 2 for $15.00. Your support
is appreciated and volunteers are always welcome.

